General Information

Salute to Service- This gallery features formal and service uniforms of US servicemen and women ranging from the Civil War to current. 


Firearms & Ordnance / Mines & Grenades- This gallery contains weapons and ordnance from WWI to current.  Over 500 civilians die each day from land mines.  The two largest active land mine areas in the world is the border between North Korea and South Korea and the area surrounding our military base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 


World War I Trench- WWI began in 1914 however, the US was not involved until 1917.  This diorama shows a typical WWI trench and underground bunker system. These were the homes for millions of soldiers from both sides and consumed thousands of miles of land in France, Russia, Turkey and Italy. On top of the trenches are original metal posts for the barbed wire recovered from Flanders field in France.

Pearl Harbor and the South Pacific…WWII- Although WWII had been underway since 1939, the US was not in the war until December 7th, 1941 when the Japanese attacked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  Japanese Admiral Yamamoto, who graduated before the war from Harvard University, planned the attack on Pearl Harbor. The chairs in the Yamamoto display are from Admiral Yamamoto’s headquarters in Rabaul.  “Tora” means “tiger” in Japanese but the phrase “Tora! Tora! Tora!” was a code phrase for “attack with torpedoes”.  The model ships displayed are those actually used in the 1950 movie “Tora, Tora, Tora”. 

South Pacific USMC-This area shows uniforms and items used by the US Marine Corps while fighting against Japan in WWII.  The US Flags flew over Iwo Jima and the Iwo Jima flag was signed by veterans who fought on Iwo Jima.  


US Navy Deck – The USS Florida has loaned memorabilia from the modern submarine USS Florida USSBN 728 and USSGN 728.  The case in the middle of the deck shows Naval uniforms from WWI, WWII, and present day.  


D-Day Landing Beach…Utah Beach-   D-Day was the largest military operation in history. The US landed on the coast of Normandy, France on June 6th, 1944.  The balloons shown on the murals are barrage balloons, which were flown above the ships to make it hard for enemy planes to get close enough to attack the ships. This diorama and display features an oral history by Col. Leonard Schroeder, a local resident who was the first soldier to land on Utah Beach.

The French Village…St. Mere Eglise- This area represents the French village of St. Mere Eglise, which was one of the key crossroads that the allies needed to capture on D-Day. US Paratroopers were dropped into the area during the night before D-Day began and were scattered over a wide area when they landed. The figure hanging from the steeple replicates Pvt. John Steele who miraculously survived the jump and was temporarily captured by the Germans. 

Korean War- Just past the communications tent you enter the Korean War exhibit area. The US was involved in the Korean War from 1950-1952 as part of a United Nations mission to help keep South Korea free from being taken over by communist North Korea. The landing at Inchon and the MASH unit dioramas with audio are special features of the era.


Rose’s Bar- This is a replica of the favorite bar of U.S. soldiers during the Korean War.  This bar in Seoul, Korea was highlighted in the television series “M.A.S.H.”.  

POW Table- Notice the small table here in a place of honor.  The items on the table each symbolize something associate with our POWs/MIA.  This table is our way of symbolizing those members of our services who are missing from our midst. They are commonly called P.O.W.'s or M.I.A.'s, we call them brothers. 

Vietnam - Ho Chi Mon Trail- The trail was a complex network of truck roads, bicycle and foot paths with water routes used to move supplies and  soldiers to the North Vietnam Army and Vietcong.  The diorama replicates a USMC 81mm mortar pit during the battle of Khe Sahn.

Officer’s Club- This room is a partial replica of a Quonset hut, primarily used during WWII.  Quonset huts had a variety of uses from mess halls, sleeping quarters to hospitals. This room is available for rent for meetings, birthdays, reunions, and special events.
