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The Armed Forces Military Museum  
Field Trip 

 
 
The objective of your visit to The Armed Forces Military Museum is to experience various aspects of military 
history.  Every generation must realize the freedom we take for granted does not come without a sacrifice.  At  
The Armed Forces Military Museum, you will learn about World War I, World War II, Pearl Harbor, Korea, 
Vietnam, Desert Storm, and Iraqi Freedom. You will have the opportunity to view military vehicles used in war 
(tanks & jeeps, and artillery). You will also see, firsthand, weapons, uniforms, and personal items used during 
these wars. 

 
View the display created with a life size replica of Saddam Hussein, clothed in one of his original uniforms 
captured by a US soldier in Iraq.  In addition, you will see the original Japanese model ships used in the 1970 
movie, “Tora! Tora! Tora!” a movie that depicts the historic Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 
1941. 

 
Teachers may choose to have students record in their student journals prior to the museum visit 

 
Areas to view: 

�  Salute to Service Gallery (uniforms) 
�  Weapons and Ordnance 
�  WWI Dioramas and Displays 
�  Pearl Harbor and Japanese Gallery 
�  USMC South Pacific Gallery 
�  WWII US Navy Display 
�  D Day Diorama 
�  Korean War  
�  Vietnam 
�  Desert Storm 
�  Iraq/Operation Freedom 
�  Tanks, military vehicles and artillery  

 
 
As you travel through the museum, record your thinking and the information you learn to help form an 
understanding of US military history.  You will continue to discuss and write in class to clarify and deepen your 
knowledge of this history.  The information you learn will be of great value to build a base knowledge for all 
subject areas throughout your life.  Enjoy the field trip! 
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Field Trip Reservation Form 

 
Organization Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
                                City    State   Zip Code 
 
Phone Number: __________________________Fax Number: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
# of Children - Admission @ $4.00 ________________________________ 
 
# of Chaperones - Admission @ 6.50_________________________________________ 
 
Requested Date: ________________________________________________ 
 
Requested Time: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Lunch can be brought in or the museum can provide at $6.00 per person.  
*Lunch ordered from the museum will consist of; pizza, brownies and drinks.  
 

Please check appropriate choice: 
Lunch will be provided ______  # of lunches to be ordered______ 
 
Return Form to: 
The Armed Forces Military Museum 

2050 34th Way North  
Largo, Fl. 33771 
Attn: Tammy Perez  
Phone # 727-539-8371  Fax# 727-524-4967 
tammy@armedforcesmuseum.com 
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Additional charges for  
students with teacher approval 

 

·  Virtual Voyager X motion theater ride $3.00 each 
·  Dog tags $5.00 each  

(order form available prior to field trip visit) 
·  Other gift shop purchases 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Tag Order Form 
Price- $5.00 

CASH ONLY!  
 

Order early and they will be ready for pick up on the day of your visit. 
 

Please print your information you would like imprinted on your dog tag. 
Up to 5 lines and up to 10 characters on each line, including spaces and punctuation.  

*Adjustments may be necessary to fit information on dog tag* 
One form per student please 

 
 
 
 
 

For Teachers Only: 
Please collect forms and cash payment and  

return completed forms with payment one week prior to scheduled trip to: 
The Armed Forces Military Museum 

2050 34th Way North, Largo, FL  33771 
Attention: William Puckett-Store Manager 

Dog tags will be available for pick up on the day of field trip 
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SSS BENCHMARKS 

 

Grade    

 
K SS.K.A.1.1 SS.K.A.2.5      

1st SS.1.A.2.4 SS.1.C.3.2      

2nd SS.2.A.2.5 SS.2.A.2.6      

3rd SS.3.A.1.1 SS.3.G.1.2 SS.3.G.4.4     

4th SS.4.A.6.4 SS.4.A.7.3 SS.4.E.1.2 SS.4.G.1.4    

5th SS.5.A.1.1 SS.5.A.5.3 SS.5.C.1.2 SS.5.C.3.3 SS.5.G.1.1 SS.5.G.1.2  

6th SS.6.G.1.2 SS.6.G.4.4 SS.6.W.1.4 SS.6.W.1.5 SS.6.W.1.6   

7th SS.7.C.2.10 SS.7.C.2.13 SS.7.C.3.1 SS.7.C.4.1 SS.7.C.4.2 SS.7.C.4.3  

8th SS.8.A.1.6 SS.8.E.2.3 SS.8.G.1.1     

9th – 12th SS.912.A.4.5 SS.912.A.4.6 SS.912.A.4.7 SS.912.A.4.8 SS.912.A.4.9 SS.912.A.6.1 SS.912.A.6.12 

 SS.912.A.6.14 SS.912.A.7.3 SS.912.C.4.2 SS.912.E.3.1 SS.912.E.3.3 SS.912.G.1.1 SS.912.G.1.3 

 SS.912.G.2.4 SS.912.G.4.7 SS.912.G.4.9 SS.912.W.1.1 SS.912.W.2.1 SS.912.W.6.6 SS.912.W.7.1 

 SS.912.W.7.2 SS.912.W.7.3 SS.912.W.7.6 SS.912.W.7.7 SS.912.W.7.8 SS.912.W.7.9 SS.912.W.7.10 

 SS.912.W.7.11 SS.912.W.8.2 SS.912.W.8.3     
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The Armed Forces Military Museum 
Teacher/Guide Script & General Information by room 

(to assist while visiting each area in the) 

 
Salute to Service Gallery- Uniform displays 
This gallery has uniforms of the US from the Civil War to our current time. Uniforms include “dress” formal 
uniforms and service uniforms of US service men and women from the Army, Navy, WAC (Women’s Army 
Corps), WAVES (Women Accepted For Volunteered Emergency Service-for the Navy) and Marine Corps.  
 
Firearms, Ordnance, Mines & Grenades Galleries 
You are now in the Firearms & Ordnance gallery. Note that General Electric, the same company that makes 
home appliances, like your toaster, produces the very modern Gatling gun. Also note the ancient crossbow used 
by the Monyard tribesman above the Gatling gun. The Monyard tribesmen were one of our allies in Vietnam.  
 
Look at the round tubing which covers the barrels of the machine guns to the left and below the Gatling gun. 
This tubing is to hold water, which was used before our current weapons to keep the gun barrels from getting so 
hot that they would melt. 
 
The large case in the center of the back wall contains samples of the main rifles and machine guns used by the 
US military since 1903.   
 
Browse and look over the various weapons displayed here. When through, step into the room of mines and 
grenades.  Keep in mind that over 500 civilians die each day from land mines.   
 
Notice how many different types of landmines and hand grenades are displayed here. Keep in mind that 
thousands of mines may be placed in the ground during a battle. Currently, the two largest active land mine 
areas in the world are the border between North Korea and South Korea and the area surrounding our military 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Ask yourself who removes these mines when the battle is over.   
 
World War I Diorama  
You are now entering into WWI, the war began in 1914, although the US was not involved until 1917 when the 
US entered the war.  This area shows a typical example of a WWI trench and underground bunker system. 
During WWI, trenches such as these, were the homes for millions of soldiers from both sides and consumed 
thousands of miles of land in France, Russia, Turkey and Italy. The men lived in these trenches and bunkers in 
all kinds of weather. Lifting your head above the trench subjected the soldiers to murderous gunfire from the 
enemy trenches just a few hundred yards away.  Feel how they lived daily.  Notice the barbwire above. The 
barbwire kept the trench safe and secure from the enemy. These are original fence posts from the French 
battlefields on top of the trenches. 
 
Look at the personal items in the display cases and remember that these were often the only items the men had 
available to them. Notice the pigeon in the wooden cage inside the bunker. That is a carrier Pigeon, which was 
used in WWI to fly messages from one bunker to another area of the battlefield due to the fact that radio and 
telephone service wasn’t yet very reliable. Look over the area and display cases. Before you leave this area 
make sure to see the gas mask for a horse in the bottom of the display case to the left of the bunker. 
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Pearl Harbor / South Pacific WWII Gallery 
Although WWII had been underway since 1939, the US was not in the war until December 8th, 1941, after the 
Japanese attacked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7th.  Japanese Admiral Yamamoto, who had graduated, 
before the war, from Harvard University, planned the attack on Pearl Harbor. The chairs in the Yamamoto 
display are actually from Admiral Yamamoto’s headquarters in Rabaul.  All items and firearms in the display 
cases are original issue. 
 
Browse around this room, which represents the Japanese military on the day they attacked us at Pearl Harbor. 
Take special note of the Tora! Tora! Tora! display.  The two countries that worked together to produce this 
movie were the United States and Japan.  “Tora” actually means “Tiger” in Japanese but the phrase was a code 
for attack with torpedoes. 
 
South Pacific USMC Gallery (Left of the Stuart tank) 
This area shows uniforms and items mostly used by the US Marine Corps in the fighting against Japan in 
WWII.  While the dress uniforms are wool, the regular combat uniforms are a lighter cotton material. This is to 
help the soldier deal with the extreme heat of the tropical climate of the Pacific islands. The Marines are 
different from the army in that they have special training and weapons for combat at sea and in assaulting beach 
areas.  The Marine Raiders are known as the most risky of the Marines.  Pay special attention to the large photo 
of the American Flag being raised during the battle of Iwo Jima. This is a copy of the most published military 
photo in US military history. This event was depicted in the 2006 movie “Flags of our Fathers.” 
 
The audio you hear was recorded by local Pinellas County veteran, John Residence, who participated in the 
Battle for Iwo Jima. 
 
US Navy –WWII Gallery 
What you see in this area represents some of the weapons and equipment of the US Navy in WWII. Note the 
flag of the Seabees on the top of the rear wall. The Seabees were one of the little known but highly important 
units of this and any war. The Seabees are Navy construction crews who build bases, bunkers, airfields and any 
other construction project needed by the military in combat. They had to be able to build and fight at the same 
time.  
 
Look for a picture of a president of the US who fought in the Pacific during this war.  (This is President 
Kennedy as a young lieutenant). 
 
Possibly the most valuable item in the entire museum is the ink well, seen in the center display case in front of 
the model of the US battleship Missouri. This ink well was one of those used on the USS Missouri during the 
signing of the Japanese surrender to end World War II with Japan. 
 
D-day Landing on Utah beach 
Through the double doors you will see a diorama of the US Army’s landing on the coast of Normandy, France 
on D-Day, June 6th, 1944 code-named “Operation Overlord”.  D-Day was the largest military operation in all 
history.  Make sure you read the information plaque for more information on D-Day.  
 
The balloons shown in the painting were barrage balloons, which were flown above the ships to make it hard for 
enemy planes to get close enough to attack the ships.  
 
Note the display case showing the US paratrooper and regular army infantrymen who landed at D-Day. The 
photo in the background of the case is an actual photo taken just hours after the invasion began. The boots 
standing alone in the bottom of this case were the actual ones worn by US Army Capt L.T. Schroeder Jr. who  
was the first man to land on Utah Beach.  Colonel Schroeder lived right here in Largo, Florida and passed away  
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on May 26, 2009, the year of the 65th anniversary of D-Day.   Col. Schroeder was very involved with the 
museum and donated many of his personal items, which are on display in the D-Day cases. 
 
The French Village- St. Mere Eglise 
This area represents the French village of St. Mere Eglise, which was one of the key crossroads that the allies 
needed to capture on D-Day. US Paratroopers were dropped into the area during the night before D-Day began 
and were scattered over a wide area where they landed. Notice the paratrooper Pvt. John Steele hanging from 
the church steeple. This is a true story.  He was captured by the Germans but later rescued by the allied advance. 
 
Find the civilian with a rifle in the upper window of the town. He represents the French resistance who 
continued to fight against the Germans even though France had surrendered in 1940.  
 
Make sure to look at all the display cases. They show German equipment and other items used by both sides in 
the war. A must see is the display case showing the Tuskegee Airmen. We will discuss their role in the war and 
beyond when we return to class.  Note the rare Norden Bombsight and also the emergency spotlight from 
President  Franklin D. Roosevelt’s plane. 
 
Move to the tent to the right of the room representing an American army communications tent.  Compare your 
cell phone to the phone-radio in the display case. Make sure to see the manual typewriter, which is the early 
version of your keyboard.  
 
Korean War  
Just past the communications tent you enter the Korean War exhibit area. The US was involved in the Korean 
War from 1950-1952 as part of a United Nations mission to help keep South Korea free from being taken by 
communist North Korea.  
 
On the left wall you will see a large display of an American landing boat coming ashore in September 1950 at 
Inchon (pronounced in-chon) in the Korean War.  The first marine to reach the top of the wall was Lieutenant 
Lopez from Tampa. Also note the MASH unit diorama with audio.  
 
Rosie’s Bar is a replica of the favorite bar of U.S. soldiers during the Korean War. This bar in Seoul, Korea was 
highlighted in the television series “M.A.S.H.” 
 
POW Table  
Notice the small table here in a place of honor. The items on the table each symbolize something associated 
with our POWs/MIAs. This table is our way of symbolizing those members of our services who are missing 
from our midst. The are commonly called POWs or MIAs, we call them brothers. 
 
Vietnam – Ho Chi Minh Trail 
The trail was a complex network of truck roads, bicycle and foot paths with water routes used to move supplies 
and soldiers to the North Vietnam Army and Viet Cong. The diorama replicates a USMC 81mm mortar pit 
during the battle of Khe Sanh.  
 
Officer’s Club  
This room is a partial replica of a Quonset hut, primarily used during WWII. Quonset huts have a variety of 
uses from mess halls and sleeping quarters to hospitals. Take some time to look at the photographs on display.  
 
As you move past the Vietnam War area you are entering some displays of our current time. This area of the 
museum is still under construction. 
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Browse through the exhibits. As you look at the photos keep in mind that these, as well as most of the others 
you have seen here, were taken by civilian combat photographers and news reporters who risked their lives to 
cover these events for the folks back home.  
 
Make sure to try out the motion simulator and to visit the museum store, which is through the double doors past 
the Tuskegee Airmen’s display case.  Enjoy looking at all the military vehicles and equipment.  Most every 
vehicle is in operating condition and is maintained on a daily basis. 
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The Armed Forces Military Museum 
Student Engagement Questions 

 
Salute to Service Gallery- Uniforms  
1.      Looking at the service caps find out what branch of the service had their hats trimmed in red?  
2.      What do you find on the hat of a US Paratrooper? 
3.      Many of the hats are “garrison hats.”  What is a garrison? 
4.      What is a WAC? 
5.      What is a WAVE? 
 
Gallery- Mines & Grenades and Firearms & Ordnance 
1.      Who removes landmines when a battle/war is over? 
2.      Why would the Maynard tribesmen use a crossbow in a modern war? 
 
WWI Diorama 
1.      What was the purpose of the gas mask? 
2.      What year did the US enter WWI? 
 
Pearl Harbor / South Pacific WWII Gallery  
1.      What does “Tora!” mean? 
2.      What is the date of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor? 
3.      What Japanese ship was the only one of the ships, which attacked Pearl Harbor to survive the war? 
 
South Pacific USMC (left of the Stuart Tank) 
1.      Look at the small bag on the left hand side of the display case marked “Major USMC battles in the  
         Pacific.” Looking at the label, what do you think the purpose of this bag is? 
 
WWII US Navy Gallery 
1.      What is the range of a shell fired from a Mark 7 – 16 inch Naval Gun? 
2.      Who is the first African-American to receive the Navy Cross Award in WWII? He received this for  
          his service at Pearl Harbor and was played by actor Cuba Gooding Jr. in the 2001 Hollywood  
          movie “Pearl Harbor” 
3.      The DUKW 6x6 vehicle found in this room, was designed to be used on both _______ and _______. 
 
D-Day Landing Utah Beach 
1.      What are the code names for the 5 beaches of the D-Day landings? 
 
French Village St. Mere Eglise 
1.      What is the purpose for the canvas infant case found in the German display case? 
2.      From the display case of the Tuskegee Airmen, find out which US president ended racial  
         segregation in the US military in 1948. 
 
Korea  
1.      Looking at the background mural for the Korean War, what two military aircraft were first used by  
         the US in Korea? 
2.      What US Military Camp was Rosie’s Bar located near? 
3.      What is the unit number of the fictitious MASH Unit from the popular 1970’s TV series? 
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POW Table 
1.     Why is the glass upside down? 
2.     What does the red rose represent? 
3.     What does the lemon represent? 
 
Vietnam 
1.     How long was the Ho Chi Minh Trail? 
2.     On an average day in the Battle of Khe Sanh, how many aircraft operated in the skies near the base? 
 
Current time and Vehicles 
1.     What was the little vehicle known as the M274 mostly used for? 
2.     What was Saddam Hussein’s favorite candy bar? 
3.     What is the range for the M1 8-inch howitzer, other wise known as the “Long Tom?” 
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The Armed Forces Military Museum  
Student Engagement ~ questions/answers 

*ANSWER KEY*  
 

Salute to Service Gallery- Uniforms 
1.      Artillery 
2.      A patch of a parachute 
3.      A garrison is a military base behind the lines with at lease 50 men. 
4.      Women’s Army Corp 
5.      Women Excepted for Volunteer Emergency Service 
 
Gallery- Mines & Grenades and Firearms & Ordnance 
1.      Often no one. This is a good area for class discussion. 
2.      It was their traditional weapon and they felt comfortable using it. 
 
WWI Diorama  
1.      To protect the wearer from poison gas 
2.      1917 
 
Pearl Harbor / South Pacific WWII Gallery  
1.      (Tiger) but in this context it was the Japanese code word for “Attack with torpedoes.” 
2.      December 7th, 1941 
3.      The Ushio (Japanese tide) 
 
South Pacific USMC (left of the Stuart Tank) 
1.      Personal items to be returned to the family if the soldier was killed. 
 
WWII US Navy Gallery  
1.      41,622 yards 
2.      Dorie Miller 
3.      Land and Water (any order) 
 
D-Day Landing at Utah Beach 
1.      (In any order) Gold, Juno, Omaha, Sword, Utah 
 
French Village St. Mere Eglise 
1.      Gas attack 
2.      President Truman 
 
Korea  
1.      Jet airplanes and helicopters 
2.      Camp Mosier 
3.      MASH Unit 4077 
 
POW Table 
1.      Because they cannot toast with us 
2.      The blood they have shed fighting for America 
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3.      Their bitter fate as POWs and MIAs 
 
Vietnam 
1.      16,000 kilometers (9,940 miles) 
2.      440 
 
Current time and Vehicles 
1.      Utility vehicle (hauling cargo) 
2.      Mars bars 
3.      10.5 miles 
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The Armed Forces Military Museum  
Follow-Up Discussions 

 
 
   1.     What do WAC and WAVE stand for and how has the role of women in the military  
           changed since the 1990’s? 
 
    2.     Who removes landmines after the battle is over? 
 
    3.      Why did the US enter WWI? 
 
    4.      Why did the Japanese attack the US and why do so at Pearl Harbor? 
 
    5.      Why is Pearl Harbor such an important moment in US history? 
 
    6.      What is unique about the Marines that put them into the role of the main US troops in  
              the Pacific? 
 
    7.      Explain why the submarine service is known as the “Silent Service?” 
 
    8.      Who were the Seabees and what was their role in WWII? 
 
    9.      Explain the importance about D-Day? 
 
    10.     Who were the Tuskegee airmen? How did their efforts not only help defeat our enemies  
               in WWII but also help defeat racism in America? 
 
    11.     Describe the significance of the US military award known as the Purple Heart? 
 

12. Vietnam is a conflict, whereas WWII was a war.  Describe the difference if any and  
           what makes the difference between a war and a conflict.   
 

13. As you walk around the museum, you’ll notice various posters concerning recruitment and support of 
the war.  What is the purpose of these posters and how does it vary from country to country if at all?  

 
14. Why are museums important? 
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Vocabulary Terms & Names to know for the 
The Armed Forces Military Museum 

 
 
Adolf Hitler 
Aircraft carriers 
Air Force 
Allies 
Al-Qaeda 
Army 
Axis 
Battleships 
Cash and Carry 
Coast Guard 
Communism  
Conspiracy 
Containment 
 “Day That Will Live in  
   Infamy” 
D-Day 
Domino Theory 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
European Theatre  
Fascism 
FDR 
Garrison 
General MacArthur 
George Bush 
GI Bill 
Grenades 
Guerrilla warfare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gulf of Tonkin 
Harry Truman 
Hiroshima 
Ho Chi Minh 
Ho Chi Minh Trail  
Inchon 
Internationalism 
Isolationism 
Isoroku Yamamato 
John F. Kennedy  
Joseph Stalin 
Kamikazes 
Lend-Lease Act 
Lyndon Johnson 
Marine Corps 
MASH  
MIA 
Militarism 
Mines 
Nagasaki 
Nationalism 
Navy 
Neutrality 
Normandy  
Pacific Theatre 
Pearl Harbor 
Poison Gas 
 

POW 
Propaganda 
Richard Nixon  
Saddam Hussein 
Scorched Earth policy 
Selective service 
Taliban 
Terrorism 
Total War 
Trench 
Tuskegee Airmen  
U-boats 
United Nations 
Veteran’s Day 
V-E Day 
Victory gardens 
Vietcong 
Vietminh 
Vietnamization 
V-J Day 
Wartime economy  
Winston Churchill 
Woodrow Wilson 
Zimmerman telegram 
17th parallel 
38th parallel 
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Word Scramble 
 
Unscramble the following words: 
 

1. dmrnnyoa                        _____________________                         
 

2. ergdena                            _____________________ 
 

3. cehnrt                              _____________________ 
 

4. pteisthbal                         _____________________ 
 

5. ntka                                 _____________________ 
 

6. rpgaanpoad                     _____________________ 
 

7. zmkkseaai                      _____________________ 
 

8. iantlab                            _____________________ 
 

9. mmcmnious                   _____________________ 
 

10.  mtaoncnient                  _____________________ 
 

11.  tenogvic                        _____________________ 
 

12.  imtsloniia                      _____________________ 
 

13.  srcyiopacn                    _____________________ 
 

14.  ulrglarie  erwaaf           _____________________ 
 

15.  nnhoic                           _____________________ 
 

16.  eorsrtmri                       _____________________ 
 

17.  mnaimzrem  regltmae         _________________________ 
 
18.  oh hic himn rilat                  _________________________ 

  
      19.  inrsrpoe fo rwa                   __________________________ 
 
      20.  nmisigs ni tnicoa                __________________________ 
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Word Scramble 
Answer Key 

 
1. Normandy 
2. Grenade 
3. Trench 
4. Battleship 
5. Tank 
6. Propaganda 
7. Kamikaze 
8. Taliban 
9. Communism 
10. Containment 
11. Viet Cong 
12. Isolationism 
13. Conspiracy 
14. Guerrilla Warfare 
15. Inchon 
16. Terrorism 
17. Zimmerman Telegram 
18.  Ho Chi Minh Trail 
19.  Prisoner of War 
20. Missing in Action 
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Name ____________________________ 
 

The Armed Forces Military Museum 
R I F R A N C E Y S R D M W V 

A G I Y O N A R S P G K R N I 

W S F R T B E V A E E O O E E 

C U I A A L R R Y C R R T C T 

I B R T L W M A D I M E S R N 

F M S I R Y D E H A A A T O A 

I A T L S D S L N L N N R F M 

C R A I U T M D R F R W E R W 

A I I M R A Y E W O P A S I A 

P N D O R B P A E R W R E A R 

T E Y I E I T R U C K X D P W 

J E N A N P I H S E L T T A B 

R E C S D N I E S S U H E R O 

S H T F E M A C H I N E G U N 

D T F A R C G N I D N A L K U 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AIRFORCE ARMY ARTILLERY 

BATTLESHIP D DAY DESERT STORM 

DESTROYER FIRSTAID FRANCE 

GERMAN HERO HUSSEIN 

JET KOREAN WAR LANDING CRAFT 

MACHINE GUN MARINES MILITARY  

NAVY  NORMANDY BEACH PACIFIC WAR 

PEARL HARBOR POW SNIPER 

SPECIAL FORCES SUBMARINE SURRENDER 

TRUCK VIETNAM WAR WORLD WAR I 

WORLD WAR II   
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Military Timeline – US Involvement  
 

1776  American Revolution (Signing the Declaration of Independence & freedom of trade) 
 
              *1812  War of 1812  (fighting for freedom within the US) 
                
                    *1846-1848  Mexican War  
 
                             *1861-1865 Civil War  
    

*1898 Spanish American War 
 
                       1914-1918    World War I (WWI)  
 

1939-1945 World War II  (WWII)   
 

1941  Attack on Pearl Harbor (Dec 7th) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

       1942-1943  Pacific War (Japanese attacked Guam & Philippines) 
               
               1944 D Day- Normandy Beach (go thru France to defeat Hitler: June 6) 

                                          
               1950-1953  Korean War 
 
                                                                                            1964-1975  Vietnam War 
 
                                                                                                     *1991  Gulf War - Iraq  
          (1990 Kuwait, 1991 Desert Storm Baghdad) 
                           
                                                                                                                          *2001  Afghanistan  
          
                           *2003  Iraqi Freedom 
 
                                   Current   

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*No exhibit currently on display at the Armed Forces Military Museum    
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World War I 
 
WHEN:   1914-1918 
               US involvement, 1917-1918 
 
WHO: Triple Entente – Great Britain, France, and Russia 
           This later became 
           Allied Powers – United States, Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy 
             
           Triple Alliance – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy 
           This later became 
           Central Powers – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire, Bulgaria    
 
WHY:  A culture of tangled and shifting European alliances added to a long history of nationalist uprisings and 
ethnic clashes. These factors led to the assassination of the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, Franz 
Ferdinand, by Gavrilio Princip, a 19-year old Serbian and member of the Black Hand. The Black Hand was a 
secret society committed to ridding Bosnia of Austrian Rule. This event served as the catalyst that sparked the 
“Powder Keg” of Europe (the Balkans) to detonate, spreading war throughout the continent.  
 
US Involvement: 
Initially, Woodrow Wilson declared the U.S. neutral in an attempt to keep the country from being drawn into a 
foreign war.  Despite statements of impartiality, many events led to the United States ultimately becoming 
involved in the “Great War.”  There was a strong pro-British sentiment from citizens and members of Wilson’s 
cabinet, aided by British propaganda of German war atrocities.  Unrestricted submarine warfare on merchant, 
military and passenger vessels by German U-boats which eventually led to the sinking of the Lusitania (1,200 
passengers, 128 Americans killed).   The public release of the Zimmerman telegram, a cable sent from a 
German ambassador to the Mexican government pledging the return of “lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, 
and Arizona” if they allied themselves with Germany in event of a war with the United States.  Finally, business 
interests and outstanding loans to Allied countries gave the U.S. that extra push to enter in the war. 
 
WHERE:  WWI was fought across practically the entire European continent and parts of the Middle East. 
Battles were fought from France and Belgium, through Italy and the Balkans to Gallipoli, located in present day 
Turkey. 
 
 

World War II 
WHEN: 1939-1945 
              U.S. Involvement: 1941-1945 
 
WHO: Allied Powers – United States, Great Britain, Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) 
            Axis Powers – Germany, Italy, Japan 
 
WHY:  After WWI, Europe was unstable. Fascists led by Benito Mussolini seized power in Italy and Adolf 
Hitler and the Nazis took control of Germany.  Japan expanded its territory in Asia. As the Nazis gained power, 
they began a campaign of violence against Jews. When Germany attacked Poland, World War II began. 
 
U.S. involvement 
The United States clung to neutrality until Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. President Roosevelt asked Congress to 
declare war on December 8, 1941. 
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WHERE: Battles were typically classified under the titles of “European” or “Pacific Theatres”, but combat 
actions were conducted from the Aleutian Islands, throughout the entire Pacific, much of Asia including China, 
Burma, India, the Soviet Union, the Mediterranean, North Africa, Eastern and Western Europe, and parts of 
Scandinavia. 
 
 

The Korean War 
WHEN: 1950-1953 
 
WHO:  North Korea, China 
 
The UN force headed by the American armed forces included 14 additional nations; Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, Great Britain, Belgium, Luxembourg, Colombia, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Turkey, Thailand, the 
Philippines, and the Netherlands. 
 
WHY: After WWII, Korea became a divided nation. North of the 38th parallel, the Japanese surrendered to 
Soviet forces.  South of this line, they surrendered to American troops. Two nations developed; the Communist 
north, supported by the Soviets and a non-Communist south, supported by Western powers. 
 
On June 25, 1950 supported by Soviet manufactured tanks, planes and money, North Korea swept across the 
38th parallel in a surprise attack on South Korea. President Truman was convinced that the North Korean 
aggressors were repeating what Hitler, Mussolini, and the Japanese had done in the 1930s. South Korea and 
President Truman appealed to the newly formed United Nations to intervene. The UN sent an international 
force to stop the invasion. 
 
 

The Vietnam War 
 
WHEN: 1954-1975 
 
US involvement 
1964 – 1975 
 
WHO: North Vietnamese Army, Vietcong 
 
            United States 
 
WHY:  In 1954, the Vietminh, a nationalist group in Vietnam, defeated French forces at Dien Bien Phu. The 
defeat convinced the French to make peace and withdraw from Indochina. The Geneva Accords temporarily 
divided Vietnam along the 17th parallel, forging two nations; the communist North Vietnam, and the pro-
Western, anti- communist regime in South Vietnam. 
 
With the defeat of the French, the U. S. saw a rising threat to the rest of Asia. Eisenhower described the threat in 
terms of the domino theory.  The Southeast Asian nations were like a row of dominos, he said. The fall of one 
to communism would lead to the fall of its’ neighbors.  
 
In August 1964, President Lyndon Johnson announced to Congress that North Vietnamese patrol boats had 
attacked two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin. As a result, Congress authorized the president to send U.S. 
troops to fight in Vietnam. 
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Persian Gulf War 
 
WHEN:  1991 
 
WHO:  Iraq 
 
           U.S. led coalition of 34 countries including Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom and others.  
 
WHY: In August 1990, Iraq’s dictator, Saddam Hussein, sent his army to invade oil-rich Kuwait.  Led by the 
United States, the United Nations first imposed economic sanctions on Iraq and demanded that the Iraqis 
withdraw. They did not comply. 
 
 

The War in Afghanistan 
 
When: 2001-Present 
 
Who: Taliban, al-Qaeda 
 
           U.S. led coalition of 42 countries  
 
Why:   The U.S. led invasion and bombing of Taliban and al-Qaeda training camps and targets in Afghanistan 
were in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001. 
 
 

The War in Iraq 
 
When: 2003 – present  
 
Who:  Iraq 
 
U.S. led coalition of 32 countries 
 
Why:  It was believed by many in the Bush administration and the American public that Saddam Hussein was 
in possession of weapons of mass destruction, was active in his support in terrorism, and was responsible for the 
widespread oppression of Iraqi citizens. He delayed or ignored multiple requests by UN weapons inspectors to 
examine his facilities to verify these claims. He refused to comply with multiple UN resolutions. 
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Web Sites for Elementary Social Studies 
 
http://www.census.gov/mso/www/educate/kidspage.htm#k8 
Clearing house of web addresses and sites from the federal government for students and teachers 
 
http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/african_am/websites.htm 
Celebrate African American Heritage in America’s National Parks.  Again a clearinghouse of web sites of 
importance to history.  You can trace the underground railroad via houses on the historic register. 
 
http://education.nasa.gov/home/index.html 
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/stseducation/home/index.html 
How can you go wrong with the NASA site?  Think of inventors, history of rockets and space flight. 
 
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/ 
They even have social studies lesson plans 
 
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/kids/index.html 
Really cool history.  This site even has podcasts of Truman’s speeches.  Lots of cool primary sources for 
elementary students such as pictures for school projects, some games as well as history, go figure! 
 
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/educ/sites.htm 
This is a part of the Truman library but it has many educational sites that might be great for your classes. 
 
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/ 
If you’re not familiar with Kathy Schrock, visit this site.  If you are familiar with her and her work, you already 
know it.  There are lesson plans, reference guides and more. 
 
http://www.free.ed.gov/subjects.cfm?subject_id=178 
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence site has lots of lesson plans and materials for teachers.  Large 
groupings include Business and Work, Ethnic Groups, Famous People, Governments, Movements, States and 
Regions, Wars, and other History and social studies with many plans for each group. 
 
http://www.ncss.org/ 
The National Council for the Social Studies has a great site, from information, standards to political action.  It’s 
worth a look, and maybe even your membership. 
 
http://www.prb.org/Educators.aspx 
The Population Reference Bureau even has interesting material for teachers.  Some of the materials and 
activities are listed for middle and high school teachers, but I haven’t seen an elementary teacher yet that 
couldn’t make things work! 
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http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/ 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/index.html 
National Geographic Expeditions—Geography standards in your classroom.  There are lesson plans, activities, 
atlas and standards contained in this website. 
 
http://www.mywonderfulworld.org/educators_welcome.html 
This place is the best.  Not only do the students like it, but you can spend lots of time there as well! 
 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/ 
For the kid in all of us.  Who can resist Barney and Miss Beazley?  Lots of interesting information about the 
White House. 
 
http://www.proteacher.com/090027.shtml 
 
 

Additional Web Sites for  
Middle & High School Social Studies 

 
 
http://librarybooklists.org/fiction/ya/yahistorical.htm - great site of Book Lists for all levels. 
 
http://www.loc.gov/vets/youth-resources.html - Veterans History Project: many websites and books referenced 
for the High School class. 
 
http://tqe.siu.edu/webquest/html/socialstudies.html - Social Studies WebQuests 
 
http://phslibrary.pbworks.com/World-War-II-Research - Research Web Site 
 
http://webquest.org/index.php - Web Quest Home page 
 
http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/coldwar/g4/cs2/default.htm - Cold War 
 
http://ourdocuments.gov - variety of government documents 
 
http://www.worldatlas.com - black lines and maps 
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Literature ~ World War I 
Breslin, Theresa Remembrance 
Get your tissues out for this book! It is not just a book for girls, however. It is set during World War I in Scotland and on the battlefields of France. The focus is on the 
five children of two families, one of which is wealthy and one owns the local shop. All of the political and social changes which were taking place in the world are 
mirrored in the lives of the two families. There is plenty of war action too, as men and boys go off to fight in the trenches. The characters came alive for me and I grew to 
care about them very much. 

 

Harris, Ruth Elwyn Sarah's Story 
Sarah Purcell is the baby of the Purcell family of sisters. Her story is the first of the "Sisters of Quantock Hills" quartet of books. I happened to read Julia's Story first. It 
seems that each book covers the nearly same span of years from the time that their mother's death left them orphans through the years of World War I and beyond. Sarah 
is not only the baby, but younger by six years from Gwen and ten years from Frances, the eldest. All of her sisters inherited her mother's artistic talent, but Sarah is a 
writer, reader and dreamer. These books are not "quick reads" and may bore some. I wasn't as engaged in Sarah's Story as I was in Julia's; but I am going to read the rest 
of the quartet. 

 

Harris, Ruth Elwyn Frances' Story 
Frances is the artistic genius of the family. She had been feuding with her mother over whether she would be allowed to attend art school for months before her mother's 
death. Her mother's sudden death left her ill-prepared to take on the responsibility for caring for her three younger sisters. She stands up to the lawyer executing her 
mother's will when he suggests selling their beloved home and moving them into town to live. She is determined to find a way to keep her family together in the family 
home and go to art school as well. Set in 1910, there were not many career options for women and careers in art were almost always sidelined by marriage and family. 
Frances is determined never to marry, but Gabriel, her guardian's eldest son falls in love with her and is determined to marry. 

 

Harris, Ruth Elwyn Julia's Story 
Set in rural England, Julia's Story is part three of the four part "Sisters of the Quantock Hills." Julia Purcell is one of four sisters who have only each other after the death 
of their mother leaves them living in their rural home, but under the guardianship of the Mackenzies. The two families form close ties and each girl tries to establish 
independence. Julia forms a close friendship with Geoffrey Mackenzie and when he goes off to fight in the Great War with his brother, Julia enlists to work as a nurse. 
Their friendship develops into a relationship and ultimately an engagement. This story takes a long time to develop as there is not a great deal of action, but the characters 
are well-developed and likable. 

 

Harris, Ruth Elwyn Gwen's Story 
The last of the "Sisters of the Quantock Hills" quartet. Gwen's story follows a slightly different structure than the previous three books. Gwen was the third of the Purcell 
orphans, preferring to work the large gardens of Hillcrest than venturing out into the world. The novel begins, not in 1910, as the others did, but about 1913, with Antony 
begging Gwen to join his brothers and her sisters on a walking outing. All too soon, Antony is lost during Gallipoli in World War I and the book fast-forwards to Gwen at 
age forty, un-married but not alone. 

 

Jones, Elizabeth McDavid The Night Flyers 
The year is 1918, twelve-year-old Pam Lowder's pa is away at war. She and her father share a love of animals, homing pigeons in particular. They regularly win prizes 
and their birds are coveted, especially since Pam and her pa have somehow coaxed the birds to fly (or home) at night. Her mother has had to take a job in town in order to 
make ends meet so when a stranger comes to town and offers her $200 for one of her birds, she has a dilemma. Should she sell one of her beloved birds in order to make 
life a little easier for her mother and herself? When she turns the stranger down, her birds start disappearing in this "history mystery." 

 

Kadahota, Cynthia Weedflower 
Twelve-year-old Sumiko and her brother Tak-Tak live with their aunt and uncle since their parents' death in a car crash five years earlier. Her life is filled with chores on 
her the flower farm her uncle leases but she does not mind because she wants to one day open a flower shop and she is lonely. As the only Asian student in her class, she 
has no friends. She thinks that will change when she is invited to a birthday party at the home of one of the rich students in her class. But when the anticipated day, 
December 6, 1945 arrives and she is dropped off at the party with a beautiful present, she is uninvited by the hostess' mother, who didn't realize her daughter had an Asian 
student in her class. Sumiko's life changes drastically the following day with the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese and the internment of thousands of Japanese-
Americans.  

 

Larson, Kirby Hattie Big Sky 
Hattie Brooks names herself "Hattie Here and There" because she has been shunted from relative to increasingly distant relative since being orphaned at age five. The year 
is 1918; she has just seen her best school chum, Charlie off to fight in France when her Aunt Ivy informs her that she will be leaving school to become a chamber maid in 
a local boardinghouse. She's not pleased with this turn of events but sees that she really has no choice until her Uncle Holt delivers a letter from Hattie's Uncle Chester. It 
seems she is his sole heir and has inherited his homestead in eastern Montana. She has eleven months to make good on his claim.  This book deservedly won a 2007 
Newbery Honor. Hattie narrates her story but it is interspersed with her letters to Charlie, his to her and the Honyocker Homily column that she writes for the Arlington 
News. While the story is set in 1918, it is not a straightforward novel of World War I, but focuses on those left behind and those German-born Americans who were ill-
treated by bigoted individuals under the guise of patriotism. 
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Lasky, Kathryn  A Time for Courage: The Suffragette Diary of Kathleen Bowen Dear America series 
Although this is not specifically a novel of World War I, it takes place during 1917 and the war figures prominently among the worries of thirteen-year-old Kathleen 
Bowen. She lives in Washington D.C. with her two older sisters, her father, a prominent physician and her mother, a suffrage activist. She is best friends and schoolmates 
with her exactly the same age cousin, Alma whose mother tries to be involved with the movement. 

 

Lawrence, Iain The Lord of the Nutcracker Men 
Ten-year-old Johnny has been sent out of London to live with his father's sister in the safety of the country during WWI. His father has gone off to France to fight in the 
trenches and his mother has taken a job in a weapons factory. Johnny's father is a toy maker and each letter to Johnny contains a toy soldier for Johnny which he uses to 
re-enact the war. However, his games soon seem to predict the action which is described in letters from Johnny's dad and Johnny becomes frightened, thinking that it is his 
war game which is controlling the war. 

 

Levine, Gail Seidel When Christmas Comes Again: The World War I Diary of Simone Spencer Dear America series 
This books takes place in 1917, just after America's entrance into the Great War. It begins in New York City and ends on the Western Front. Simone Spencer is graduating 
from high school and contemplating her future when she hears of General Pershing's announcement about the need for "hello girls" to help with communication at the 
front. Simone's mother was born in France and Simone was fluent in both languages. She enlists and is sent overseas to France. 

 

Morpugo, Michael War Horse 
This books is told from the point-of-view of Joey and is a must-read for horse lovers everywhere. Joey is the beloved horse of a young English boy named Albert who 
stands up to his drunkard father in order to protect his horse. Unfortunately, the advent of World War I forces the horse to be conscripted for service. Joey tries to enlist 
but is underage. Captain Nichols promises the boy that he will take good care of Joey, but he dies in battle and Joey is captured by the Germans.  Morpugo wrote 
eloquently about "the Great War" in another book called Private Peaceful.  

 

Slade, Arthur Megido's Shadow 
Sixteen-year-old Edward Bathe is the narrator. He begins his story in the fall of 1917 on the day he and his father receive word that his beloved older brother, Hector was 
killed in France. Edward is Canadian but was born in England and his father served England in the Boer War. Edward is compelled to enlist though he is too young, and 
does so against his father's wishes. The recruiters know he is too young, but with so many men dying, they turn a blind eye and Edward becomes a private out to avenge 
his brother's death.   He thinks he is heading to the front in France, but discovers that an old friend of his father’s, who is still in the army, assigns him to the cavalry as a 
horse breaker. He soon proves his worth as a horseman, but finds himself assigned to fight in Palestine, not France. Edward grows up way too fast as he witnesses the 
horrible reality of war and loses friends to bullets and disease and makes some mistakes that will haunt him for the rest of his life.  This thought-provoking and engaging 
book had me running to the 940.3 section of our library to learn more about both Canadian soldiers and the war in Palestine. 
 
 

 

 

 

Literature ~ World War II  

 
Avi  Don't You Know There's a War Going On? 
This story is narrated by Howie and set in Brooklyn in 1943. World War II is preoccupying everyone, including Howie. He has other worries too, though, as he 
inadvertently discovers that his beloved teacher is about to be fired. He mounts a campaign to save her job. Laugh-out-loud funny at times. 

 

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell The Boy Who Dared 
Bartoletti won a Newbery Honor for her informational book, Hitler Youth, in which she chronicled the creation of an organization that indoctrinated the youth of 
Germany in Hitler's vision. Helmut Hubener was one of the people highlighted. The Boy Who Dared is a fictionalized biography of Helmut told in flashbacks as he sits in 
solitary confinement on death row awaiting execution for the crime of treason. He was seventeen-year-old.  This is the very powerful story of not only a boy who dared, 
but one who actually stepped back and thought for himself. He resisted the propaganda of the Nazi Regime and actually thought critically about its implications. He 
procured an illegal radio and listened to war broadcasts of BBC radio, which contrasted sharply with the rosy government sponsored radio broadcasts of Germany. He 
created leaflets and distributed them around the city in an effort to educate the public.  

 

Bruchac, Joseph Code Talkers: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War II  
Ned Begay recounts the story of his youth and the efforts of the white man to erase his knowledge of Navajo language and culture in a boarding school. He is fourteen and 
too young to enlist when World War II begins and the U. S. Military attempts to recruit young Navajo men who are fluent in both English and Navajo. However, his 
parents agree to state his age as seventeen should the war not be over in two years time. Using a tone of understated irony, Ned reminisces about the rigors of his basic 
training and the discrimination he faced as well as the logistics of landing on Japanese beaches and the horrors of war. Pair this well-researched book with Nathan 
Aaseng's Navajo Code Talkers which reads like a piece of fiction.    

 
Lisle, Janet Taylor The Art of Keeping Cool 
This historical novel is set during World War II when the protagonist, his sister and mother travel from their farm, east to the Connecticut home of grandparents he never 
met or even knew existed. There are plenty of mysteries in this story to keep you guessing. The characters are unforgettable. 
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Mazer, Harry Boy at War 
This historical fiction takes place just prior to December 7, 1941 and the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Adam and his family have just moved to Pearl Harbor to be near 
Adam's father who is taking command of the USS Arizona. When Adam makes friends with a local boy who happens to be Japanese- American, his father forbids the 
friendship and Adam defies him. He goes fishing on the morning of December 7 and watches the USS Arizona sink presumably with his father on board. This is a slim 
novel which is thought-provoking. 

 

Park, Linda Sue When My Name Was Keoko 
This book takes place during the Japanese occupation of Korea prior to and through World War II and is told in the alternating voices of Keoko and her brother. Keoko's 
father is a scholar and her uncle is a resistance fighter. Keoko and her brother feel loyalty and love for both of them as well as their native Korean language and culture 
which has been systematically wiped out by the occupiers. 

 

Peck, Richard On the Wings of Heroes 
Young Davy Bowman adores his father and his big brother Bill. His father, a World War I veteran remains a kid at heart and his brother is training to become a fighter 
pilot. This short, sweet novel is not so much a "war" novel but one which focuses on life on the homefront. It is vintage Peck with its sly humor and impeccable 
descriptive language. 

 
Zindel, Paul The Gadget 
In 1945, Stephen travels from his home in England to Arizona to join his father who has been working as a physicist on a top secret project. This is an excellent 
suspenseful novel even though you already know how the historical event is going to play out, the fictional part of the story is fast paced and exciting. 

 

 

WWII Fiction & Nonfiction for Children 
 
Adams, Simon. World War II (Dorling Kindersley 2000) nonfiction, ages 9 and up 
“Each double-page spread presents a different subject, such as the Battle of Britain; women at work; inside the Soviet Union; and the atomic bomb.  
A paragraph of text introduces each subject, while captions carry most of the information. A convenient source of pictures related to the military and 
especially the home front during the war, this book will suit visual learners.” (Booklist) Includes bibliographical references 
 
Altman, Linda Jacobs. Crimes and Criminals of the Holocaust (Enslow 2004 Holocaust in History) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Both books (this and the one below) focus on the Holocaust's aftermath: Crimes details the quest for postwar accountability that resulted in the 
Nuremberg trial and Simon Wiesenthal's pursuit of fugitive Nazis, and Impact explores how the Holocaust affected both individuals and entire 
cultures in the years following World War II. The cogent texts are illustrated with black-and-white photos. Reading list, timeline, and websites. Glos., 
ind. 
 
Ambrose, Stephen E. The Good Fight: How World War II Was Won (Atheneum Books for Young Readers 2001) nonfiction, ages 10 and up 
The Good Fight brings the most horrific -- and most heroic -- war in history to a new generation in a way that's never been done before. Highlighting 
Ambrose's narrative are spectacular color and black and-white photos, and key campaign and battlefield maps. The Good Fight is the book on World 
War II for kids. 
 
Bruchac, Joseph. Code Talker: A Novel About The Navajo Marines Of World War Two (Dial 2005) fiction, ages10-14 
Ned Begay and other Navajo men become code talkers, sending Allied messages in their native tongue. 
 
Colman, Penny. Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in World War II (Crown Books for Young Readers 1998) nonfiction, 
ages 9-12 
Written from a child's perspective, this award-winning book details how 18 million women, many of whom had never before held a job, entered the 
work force in 1942-45 to help the United States fight World War II and changed the course of history for women, and America, forever. An ALA 
Best Book for Young Adults. An ALA Notable Book. A "School Library Journal" Best Book of the Year. 
 
Cooper, Michael. The Double V Campaign: African-Americans in World War II (Lodestar 1998) nonfiction, ages 10 and up 
In January 1997, seven black veterans were awarded the Medal of Honor for their valor in World War II. 
They had been overlooked because of racial prejudice. Michael L. Cooper describes the problems black servicemen faced in their fight for a double 
victory. The Double V Campaign, as it was called, inspired black soldiers to fight on the front lines abroad as well as to fight segregation and 
inequality at home. At war's end, black veterans joined other African Americans in battling racism on the home front. 
 
dePaola, Tomie. I’m Still Scared: The War Years (G.P. Putnam’s Sons 2006) nonfiction, ages 7-9our library  
Relates the author’s childhood memories of the weeks following the attack on Pearl Harbor when he was in the second grade. 
 
Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki & James D. Houston. Farewell to Manzanar (Mass Market Paperback 1983) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
The true story of Wakatsuki’s own experience as a child growing up at Manzanar. Vivid in its use of detail. 
 
King, David C. World War II Days (John Wiley & Sons 2000) Illustrated by Cheryl Kirk Noll, ages 9-12 
Children can explore life in the United States during World War II through the games and activities this book offers. 
 
Langley, Wanda. Flying Higher: The Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II (Linnet Books 2002) nonfiction, ages 10-13 
In 1942 in the U.S., all military pilots were needed for combat duty, which left critical piloting jobs vacant across the land. Who would deliver the 
newly manufactured planes to their domestic bases? Who would train new flight crews and tow targets for anti-aircraft practice, test new planes and 
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retest old ones? The answer was: women. These elite pilots were the WASPs. Civilians all, they earned their wings so that they could undertake 
hazardous, and sometimes deadly, flight assignments. Wanda Langley has conducted extensive interviews with former WASPs, and has the insider's 
details of their escapades, as well as their training and service. Much of the story is seen in the life of Marie Michell, a nineteen-year-old WASP and 
fine pilot whose death in a crash underscores the dangers these women faced on a daily basis while doing what they did best to serve their country in 
war. 
 
Lazo, Caroline. Elie Wiesel (Dillon 1994 Peacemakers) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Aided by Wiesel's own words, the competent synopsis of his life story explains why his horrific experiences in Nazi concentration camps led him to 
dedicate his life to fighting oppression worldwide. Most of the book's black-and-white photographs show Wiesel as an adult, but readers will not 
soon forget the picture of him and other emaciated young men taken at the liberation of the Buchenwald camp. Bib., ind. 
 
Panchyk, Richard & Senator John McCain. World War II for Kids: A History with 21 Activities (Chicago Review Press 2002)  
nonfiction, ages 9 -12 
Excellent classroom aid, provides a comprehensive survey of the WWII era, beginning with Hitler's rise to power in 1933 to the Japanese surrender 
in 1945. Includes a timeline, wartime letters, and interviews with soldiers, and Holocaust survivors. Activities include creating a CARE package for 
enlisted soldiers and writing and performing a radio adventure. Forewords by Bill Clinton and John McCain. 
 
Paulsen, Gary. The Quilt - Random (Lamb 2004) fiction, ages 9-12 
Though this companion to The Cookcamp and Alida's Song is autobiographical, Paulsen uses a distancing narrative technique, referring to his 
protagonist only as "the boy." During World War II, the six-year-old and his grandmother stay at a farm with a pregnant cousin. 
 
Stein, R. Conrad. The World War II D-Day Invasion in American History (Enslow 2004 In American History) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Dependent on readers already having solid background information on the topic and the scattering of small black-and-white photographs don't do 
much to further engagement with the texts. Reading list, timeline, and websites. Ind. 
 
Tunnell, Michael O. & George W. Chilcoat. The Children of Topaz: The Story of the Japanese-American Internment Camp (Holiday House 1996) 
nonfiction, ages 9-12 
This non-fiction book was based on a diary kept by Miss Yamauchi's third-grade class at the relocation center.  Highly recommended for reading in 
conjunction with related fiction. 
 

Additional WWII Children’s Books 
 
Altman, Linda Jacobs. Impact of the Holocaust (Enslow 2004 Holocaust in History series) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
 
Boyne, John.  The Boy in the Striped Pajamas  
This book is a Holocaust story. 
 
Borden, Louise. The Little Ships: The Heroic Rescue at Dunkirk in WWII (Aladdin 2003) Illustrated by Michael Foreman, fiction, ages 9 and up 
Story of a young girl and her father who sail across the English Channel in their small boat to take part in the miracle at Dunkirk, rescuing British 
soldier from the beach. 
 
De Capua. The Tuskegee Airmen: African-American Pilots of World War II (Child’s World 2003) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Introduction to the lives and accomplishments of the Tuskegee Airmen, the famed African-American pilot group of WWII. 
 
Drogues, Valerie. Battleship “Missouri” (Crestwood 1994 Those Daring Machines) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
The 'Missouri' served the United States Navy in the Pacific theater during World War II, hosted the signing of the peace treaty that ended the war, 
and later was called for duty in the Korean War and the Persian Gulf conflict. The long history of the battleship gives the slender volume a rushed 
feeling. Many of the accompanying photographs are tinted. Bib., glos., ind. 
 
Giff, Patricia Reailly. Lily’s Crossing. (Yearling 1999) fiction ages 9-12 
Every summer Lily and her father go to her family's house in Rockaway, near the Atlantic Ocean. But the summer of 1944 is different. WWII has 
called Lily's father overseas, Lily's best friend Margaret had to move with her family to a wartime factory town, and Lily is forced to live with her 
grandmother. But then a boy named Albert, a refugee from Hungary, comes to live in Rockaway. He has lost most of his family to the war. 
Soon he and Lily form a special friendship, and they have secrets to share. But they have both told lies, and Lily's lie may cost Albert his life. 
 
Goldstein, Margaret J. World War II--Europe (Lerner 2004 Chronicle of America's Wars) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
"Eyewitness quotes," photographs, and maps help break up the sometimes dense text. Occasional double-page spreads focus on topics including 
weapons and uniforms. Reading list, timeline, and websites. Bib., glos., ind. 
 
Gourley, Catherine. Welcome to Molly’s World: 1944 (Pleasant Company 1999) fiction, ages 9-12 
Part of the American Girl series, this book offers interesting facts about the United States in 1944, through the fictional adventures of Molly McIntire. 
 
Hart, Philip S. Flying Free: America's First Black Aviators (Lerner Publications Co. 1992) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
This book surveys the history of black aviators beginning with the early black aviation community in Chicago during the 1920s through World War 
II to modern times. 
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Lawrence, Iain. B for Buster (Delacorte 2004) fiction, ages 12 and up 
Known as "Kak," the narrator is a sixteen-year-old Canadian who lied about his age to join the military. Serving as a wireless operator on the bomber 
B for Buster, Kak endures mounting panic with each bombing run, though he finds some refuge from his fears in his friendship with the squadron's 
pigeoneer, Bert. This hefty WWII novel balances scenes of air warfare with the personal experiences of an underage flier. 
 
McGowen, Tom. Germany's Lightning War: Panzer Divisions of World War II (21st Cent. Bks. 1999) nonfiction, ages 10 and up 
Discusses the development and actions of German tank units in World War II, covering specific battles and the changes that tanks brought to warfare 
in general. 
 
McGowen, Tom.  The Battle of Midway   
This book shows how the battle was fought completely at sea without the ships involved, war was fought by aircraft only off aircraft carriers. 
 
Mochizuki, Ken. Baseball Saved Us (Lee & Low 1995) Illustrated by Dom Lee, fiction, ages 6-9 
Successful both as a story within the Internment experience and as a sports story. A stand-out, must-read for anyone interested in this experience in 
American history 
 
Radunsky, Vladimir. What Does Peace Feel Like? (Atheneum 2004 Books for Young Readers) nonfiction, ages 8-10 
Simple text and illustrations portray what peace looks, sounds, tastes, feels, and smells like to children around the world. 
 
Robertshaw, Andrew. Warfare in the 20th Century (Bedrick 2004 Battle Zones) Illustrated by Mark Bergin, nonfiction, ages 9-12 
This book features double-page spreads that introduce various conflicts, including World Wars I and II, Vietnam, and the 1991 Gulf War. It is 
illustrated with archival images, photos, and color art. Timeline. Glos., ind. 
 
Ryan, Cornelius.    The Longest Day  
  A Bridge Too Far 
These books feature a good introduction into the D-Day invasion and its follow up. 
 
Savin, Marcia. The Moon Bridge (Scholastic 1995) fiction, ages 8-12 
A friendship between Ruthie Fox and Mitzi Fujimoto is tested by anti-Japanese-American prejudice, especially when Mitzi's family is sent to an 
internment camp. 
 
Seabrooke, Brenda. The Haunting at Stratton Falls (Dutton 2000) fiction, ages 9-12 
With her father missing in action in WWII, Abby must live with her pesky cousin Chad's family. As Christmas nears, Abby sees mysterious wet 
footprints in the hallway and hears the story of a girl who drowned eighty years ago. What is the ghost trying to tell her? The 1940s setting is as 
intriguing as the not-too-scary chills this well-told tale delivers. 
 
Shea, George. The Silent Hero: A True Escape Story from World War II (Random 1994 Read It to Believe It!) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Pierre, a deaf-mute boy participating in the French Resistance during World War II, rescues an Allied pilot and helps hide him from the Nazi secret 
police. Although Shea forces the tension in the story, the fast-paced, early chapter book offers plenty of action for reluctant readers. 
 
Schomp, Virginia. World War II – Letters from the Home front (Benchmark 2004 Letters from the Battlefront) nonfiction, ages 9-12 
Books in this series contain more general information than actual soldiers' letters, most of which are relegated to short quotes. The books are liberally 
illustrated with photographs and reproductions of propaganda posters. Reading list, timeline, and websites. Bib., glos., ind. 
 
Uchida, Yoshiko. The Bracelet (Yardley - Philomel 1993) Illustrated by Joanna, fiction, ages 4-8 
Emi must leave both her home and her best friend Laurie because her family is being moved to an internment camp. Laurie gives Emi a bracelet, so 
that Emi can look at it and remember their friendship. When Emi loses the bracelet, she fears she'll soon forget her friend. 
 
Whitman, Sylvia. Children of the World War II Home Front (Carolrhoda Books 2001) nonfiction, ages 4-8 
Focuses on the upheavals of daily life that children experienced in WWII; captivating photographs, timeline, and activities are included. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Coming on Home Soon (Putnam's 2004) Illustrated by E.B. Lewis, fiction, ages 4-8 
After Mama takes a job in Chicago during World War II, Ada Ruth stays with Grandma but misses her mother who loves her more than rain and 
snow. 
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1. Read the following extract from ‘German Deserter’s War Experience’ then list words to describe 
what it was like to be in a trench in World War One. 

It was dark, and it rained and rained. From all directions one heard in the darkness the wounded calling, 
crying, and moaning. The wounded we had with us were likewise moaning and crying. All wanted to have 
their wounds dressed, but we had no more bandages. We tore off pieces of our dirty shirts and placed the rags 
on those sickening wounds. Men were dying one after the other. There were no doctors, no bandages; we had 
nothing whatever. You had to help the wounded and keep the French off at the same time. It was an 
unbearable, impossible state of things. It rained harder and harder. We were wet to our skins. We fired blindly 
into the darkness. The rolling fire of rifles increased, then died away, then increased again. We sappers were 
placed among the infantry. My neighbour gave me a dig in the ribs."            

2. Look at diagram A. Examine it and answer 
the following questions. 

a. What links the front line and support trenches?  
b. Why are blocks placed in trenches?  
c. Why are machine-guns placed just behind the 

front line? Why are they so close to the 
bunkers?  

d. Why is there wire between the front trench 
and the machine-guns?  

e. Look at the barbed wire in No-Man's Land 
that is at angles to the front trench and also 
look at the position of the machine-guns. Why 
is the wire at such an angle?  

 

3.  Look at diagrams B & C. Examine them 
and answer the following questions. 

a. What prevents bullets striking a soldier's 
chest when he is on the trench board (fire 
step)?  

b. What is the purpose of the sump? What was 
normally placed over it?  

c. Barbed wire entanglements were often 40 
yards (36m) from the front trench. 
Considering the types of weapons used on 
the Western Front, what would be their 
main defensive function?  

 

www.historyonthenet.co.uk 
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Key 
1. Communication 

Trench 
2. Machine Gun 

Nest 
3. Underground 

Bunker 
4. Traverse 
5. Wire Break 
6. Listening Post 
+  Trench Block 
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Statistics Related to World War I 
 

Nation Total Number of 
servicemen 
engaged in the 
war. 

Number of deaths. Number of 
soldiers wounded. 

Number of men 
taken prisoner or 
reported missing. 

Austria 7,800,000 1,200,000 3,620,000 2,200,000 

Britain (inc 
Empire) 

8,904,467 908,371 2,090,212 191,652 

France 8,410,000 1,357,800 4,266,000 537,000 

Germany 11,000,000 1,773,700 4,216,058 1,152,800 

Italy 5,615,000 650,000 947,000 600,000 

Russia 12,000,000 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500,000 

Turkey 2,850,000 325,000 400,000 250,000 

United States 4,355,000 126,000 234,300 4,500 

 
Answer the following questions: 
 

1. Which country had the most soldiers in World War I? 
 

2. Which country had the least soldiers in World War I? 
 

3. Which country had the highest number of deaths? 
 

4. Which country had the least number of deaths 
 

5. Draw a graph in your books to show the numbers of soldiers of each country and the numbers of deaths.  
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Statistics Related to WWI 
Answer Key 

 
1. Russia 
2. Turkey 
3. Germany 
4. United States 
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World War II Facts 
 

Who Fought Whom? 
 

Axis 
Bulgaria 
Finland 

Germany 
Hungary 

Italy 
Japan 

Romania 
Yugoslavia 

Allies 
Argentina 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Canada 
China 
Chile 

Columbia 
Costa Rica 

Cuba 
France 
India 
Iraq 

Lebanon 
Mexico 

New Zealand 
Paraguay 

South Africa 
Soviet Union 

United Kingdom 
United States 

 

Occupied 
Albania 
Belgium 

Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Ethiopia 
France 
Greece 

Luxemburg 
Netherlands 

Norway 
Philippines 

Poland 

Neutral 
Andorra 
Ireland 

Liechtenstein 
Portugal 
Spain 

Sweden 
Switzerland 

Uruguay 
Vatican City 

 

 
Main Leaders 

 
Country Leader 

France Charles de Gaulle 

Germany Adolf Hitler 

Italy Benito Mussolini 

Japan Emperor Hirohito 

United Kingdom Neville Chamberlain to 1940 
Winston Churchill from 1940 

United States Franklin Roosevelt died 1945 
Harry Truman 1945 
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Where in the World War?  
Mapping WWII in the Pacific  

 
 

A Lesson Plan from: 
The Department of Education of The National D-Day Museum  

“America’s World War II Museum”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National D-Day Museum  
945 Magazine Street  

New Orleans, LA 70130  
504-527-6012  

www.ddaymuseum.org  
© The National D-Day Museum  
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Where in the World War? 
Mapping WWII in the Pacific 

 
 
Americans who served in the Pacific fought a very different kind of war. Whether in the jungles of New Guinea 
or on tiny atolls in the central Pacific, they confronted environments and cultures with fewer reference points. 
For Americans at home, following news of the war in the Pacific meant learning the geography and place names 
across that vast ocean.  
 
 
OBJECTIVE:  As an introduction to WWII in the Pacific, students will use classroom reference materials to 
learn the basic geography of that theater of war.  
  
 
DIRECTIONS:  
 
1. Use the map provided for this activity.  

2. After presenting an introductory lesson on the history of WWII in the Pacific, present the map of the Pacific 

to students.  

3. Have students complete the map activity sheet using classroom reference materials, like textbooks, atlases, 

globes, etc.  

4. Distribute the place names activity sheet for students to complete.  

5. Hold a brief discussion about the map: What elements of this map do the students like? What parts are 

confusing? What information is not on this map that could be? Are the design elements of the map appropriate 

(colors, shapes, icons, etc.)?  

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT: Components for assessment include the completed student worksheets.  
 
 
ENRICHMENT: Have students research and create a map of a specific island in the Pacific where fighting 
occurred, such as Iwo Jima, Saipan, Guadalcanal, the Philippines, or Oahu. Display these maps on the wall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where in the World War (Pacific) © The National D-Day Museum 2 
Strangers in a Strange Land 

Places in the Pacific 
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Strangers in a Strange Land 
Places in the Pacific 

 
Sixty years ago, a generation of young Americans left their homes to fight a world war. That war was waged in 
two distant and very different places. In Europe, Americans faced hardship and danger. But they did so amid 
people and places that—while foreign—had important connections with their lives back in America. Terrain, 
weather, place names and, sometimes, ethnic ties were familiar links that provided some measure of comfort 
against the hardships of war.  
 
Americans who fought the Japanese in the Pacific fought a very different kind of war. Whether in the jungles of 
New Guinea or on tiny atolls in the central Pacific, they confronted environments and cultures with fewer 
reference points. Their war involved vast distances, isolation and harsh, unfamiliar surroundings that placed 
special burdens on them.  
 
Over two million young Americans went to war in the Pacific. They served in places as remote and far-flung as 
the Philippines, the Solomon Islands and Okinawa. Many struggled and died in places their families had never 
heard of. They waged a bloody war against a determined enemy. 
 
 
Consider this: when the Japanese attacked the US Pacific Fleet on December 7, 1941, most Americans had 
never heard of Pearl Harbor and did not even know where it was.  
 
 
 
Directions: Use an atlas, globe, or other classroom resource to locate these places in the Pacific Ocean and 
Asia. Learn to spell these important WWII locations.  

 
 

1. Japan  
2. Tokyo  
3. China  
4. Manchuria  
5. Pearl Harbor  
6. Guadalcanal (Solomon Islands)  
7. Midway Island  
8. Gilbert Islands  
9. Marshall Islands  
10. Mariana Islands  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where in the World War (Pacific) © The National D-Day Museum 3 
A Brief History of WWII in the Pacific  

 

11. Guam  
12. New Guinea  
13. Philippines  
14. Singapore  
15. Hong Kong  
16. Aleutian Islands  
17. Iwo Jima  
18. Okinawa  
19. Hiroshima  
20. Nagasaki  
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Directions: This activity will help you familiarize yourself with the geography of WWII in the Pacific. Using 
maps, globes and atlases, locate each location discussed on the accompanying map. Place the number next to 

each location in the blanks following its description. 
 
In 1931, the Empire of Japan (__) invades Manchuria (__) in order to increase its natural resources. This begins 

a push by Japan into mainland Asia that continues throughout the 1930’s. A decade later, Japan has been slowly 

pressing into China (__) and is prepared to make a major assault in the Pacific Theater. In order to prevent the 

U.S. from interfering with their plans, they stage a sneak attack at Pearl Harbor (__) on December 7th, 1941. 

Much of the United States fleet is destroyed. The Japanese are prepared to move quickly.  

On December 8th, 1941, the Japanese attack the American forces in the Philippine Islands (__), the British 

holdings of Hong Kong (__) and Singapore, on the Malayan peninsula (__). The Japanese are conquering new 

territory rapidly while the Americans recover. Japan continues to conquer territory throughout the Pacific 

towards Australia (__). By May of 1942, the Japanese have reached the Coral Sea (__), where American ships 

are waiting for them. The battle is technically a draw, but it marks the first set-back in Japan’s offensive.  
 

In June of 1942, the Japanese send a large fleet to the island of Midway (__). American planes have been using 

this island to refuel on the long trips from California to the South Pacific. If the Japanese can take the island, 

they will stop these flights entirely. At the Battle of Midway, the U. S. Navy sinks four Japanese aircraft 

carriers, scoring a clear victory and turning the tide of the war in the Pacific. The Japanese begin losing ground.  

In order to defeat Japan, American forces will have to wage a long campaign of island-hopping, slowly taking 

back islands the Japanese have conquered. On August 7, 1942, the 1st Marine Division lands on Guadalcanal 

(__). It will take nearly three years and many hard-fought battles for islands large and small to get U.S. forces 

within striking distance of Japan.  
 

In February of 1945, 30,000 U. S. Marines land in one day on the tiny island of Iwo Jima (__). After 36 days of 

combat, the U. S. controls an airstrip within range of Japan itself. The battle costs nearly 7,000 US lives and 

most of the 22,000-man Japanese garrison. Now, bombardment of Japanese factories and military bases can 

begin. Japan has lost almost all of its conquered territory. In April of 1945, more than 180,000 Americans land 

on the island of Okinawa (__) and face a Japanese army half their size. The Japanese fight to the end, losing 

over 110,000 soldiers.  
 

American bombing raids have heavily damaged the home island of Japan, but Japan is unwilling to surrender 

and prepares to fight to the very end. In order to deal a major blow to the nation of Japan itself and force the 

Emperor to surrender, President Harry S Truman authorizes the use of the atomic bomb. On August 6, 1945, the 

first atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima (__). On August 14, Japan surrenders.  
Where in the World War (Pacific) © The National D-Day Museum 3Where in the World War (Pacific) © The National D-Day Museum 4 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ��  Miles 
Kilometers 1000 1600 0 0 11 12 13 14  Copyright 2009 LessonSnips www.lessonsnips.com  
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A Brief History of WWII in the Pacific  
Answer Key 

 
Japan- 8 
Manchuria- 9 
China- 11 
Pearl Harbor- 6 
Philippine Islands- 4 
Hong Kong- 12 
Malayan Peninsula- 1 
Australia- 13 
Coral Sea- 7 
Midway- 2 
Guadalcanal- 10 
Iwo Jima- 3 
Okinawa- 14 
Hiroshima- 5 



42 

The Korean War 

 
Reading and Discussion 

 
During World War II , the Japanese military destroyed much of the Korean landscape and population. After the 
war, the Japanese surrendered to United States and Soviet Union forces located in Korea. After Japan 
surrendered, the Soviet Union controlled the northern Korean territory. The United States controlled the 
territory known as South Korea. The United States and the Soviet Union tried to rebuild Korea. They each 
supplied weapons and training to the people located within their territory. Eventually, the Soviet and American 
forces left Korea, but because they split the country into two parts, Korea was a country divided and on the 
brink of war.  
 
The United States withdrew their troops from Korea to try to avoid another war. They thought that their 
continued presence in Korea might seem like an aggressive action against North Korea and other interested 
parties. The United States had a strong military presence in Japan and the Philippines. They assumed that their 
presence in these neighboring countries would enable them to address any hostilities that arose in the area. The 
United States' Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, declared Korea to be outside of the United States' defensive 
perimeter. This left South Korea without protection from the United States.  
 
After the American troops withdrew, South Korea was in a vulnerable position. The leader of North Korea, 
Kim Il-Sung , increased his strength through assistance he received from the Soviets. Once his military 
strengthened, he sent North Korean troops into South Korea on June 25, 1950. The North Korean military was 
better equipped and better trained than the South Korean soldiers. As a result, the South Korean troops were 
driven further south to the town of Pusan, which was near the southern coast of Korea.  
 
Prior to the invasion of South Korea, the US National Security Council proposed an increase in US military 
spending. The proposal was in a policy paper known as NSC-68 and was proposed in April of 1950. The 
purpose of the proposal was to ensure that the US containment policy in Korea (and other areas) was able to be 
enforced. At the time of the proposal, there was no immediate military crisis. Since enacting the proposal was 
expensive, Congress did not act on the recommendation. After North Korea entered South Korea, President 
Truman resurrected the proposal. He wanted a 350% increase in the military budget. He also wanted the number 
of troops to be increased to 3.5 million.  
 
The US went on to condemn North Korea's invasion of South Korea. The US created a United Nations Security 
Council proposal that pledged UN support to restore peace in South Korea. The proposal was passed 
unanimously by all nine nations that attended the meeting. President Truman feared that North Korea's actions 
would start another world war. Because of proposal passed, Truman was able to use the military to try to end 
the conflict in Korea. Without consulting Congress, Truman told American Air Force and Naval units to support 
South Korea. The UN resolution permitted Truman to appoint a commander of the UN forces. General 
Douglas MacArthur and his troops were ordered to leave their post in Japan and support the South Korean 
troops. While the operation was under the control of the United Nations, 90 percent of the troops, supplies, and 
money were American.  
 
General Douglas MacArthur's troops joined the South Korean troops in Pusan. MacArthur knew that facing the 
North Korean troops at Pusan would be hard. On September 15, 1950, MacArthur launched an assault on the 
North Korean troops near Inchon. The North Koreans did not anticipate MacArthur's move and were 
unprepared. The North Koreans suffered heavy casualties were driven back into North Korea.  
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MacArthur and the South Koreans wanted to pursue the North Korean troops and put an end to the war. Truman 
was reluctant because he feared that such actions would be seen as a potential attack on the Soviet Union or 
China. Truman and the United Nations decided to allow MacArthur's troops to invade North Korea on the 
condition that they would not fight any Soviet Union or Chinese forces. MacArthur did not think that the 
Soviets or the Chinese would aid North Korea, so the invasion proceeded.  
 
MacArthur moved quickly and overextended his troops. Over 300,000 Chinese joined the fight against 
MacArthur's forces. After many casualties the South Korean troops were driven back into South Korea. 
Angered by China’s involvement, MacArthur wanted to retaliate against China. Truman did not want the war to 
escalate by attacking the Chinese. Truman and the United Nations ordered MacArthur to fight a “limited war.” 
They now wanted only to reestablish the border between North and South Korea.  
 
MacArthur disagreed with the limitations and began to publicly question Truman's judgment. As a result, 
Truman relieved MacArthur of his command. Informal peace talks finally began in Korea in July of 1951. Talks 
continued sporadically for the next two years, but little was accomplished. Fighting on both sides continued 
until the Armistice Agreement was signed in 1953.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2009 LessonSnips www.lessonsnips.com 
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Activities 
 

Activity A: Fill in the Blanks  
 
1. The __________________ controlled the northern Korean territory after World War II.  

2. The _________________ controlled the territory in the south of Korea.  

3. This man was president of the United States during the Korean War: _________________.  

4. The United States' Secretary of State, _______________, declared Korea to be outside of  

the United States' defensive perimeter.  

5. Prior to the invasion of South Korea, the ___________________________ proposed an  

increase in US military spending.  

6. The leader of North Korea during the Korean War was ____________________________.  

7. After World War II, this country surrendered in Korea: _____________________________.  

 

Activity B: True or False  

____ 1. On September 15, 1950, MacArthur launched an assault on the North Korean troops  

near Inchon.  

____ 2. The United States pulled their troops out of Korea because they were at war in  

Vietnam.  

____ 3. General Douglas MacArthur and his troops were ordered to leave their post in Japan  

and support the South Korean troops.  

____ 4. The US created a United Nations Security Council proposal that pledged UN support  

to restore peace in South Korea.  

____ 5. The North Korean military was better equipped and better trained than the South  

Korean soldiers. 

____ 6. Truman and the United Nations ordered MacArthur to fight a “limited war.”  

 ___ 7. Without consulting Congress, Truman told American Air Force and Naval units to support North Korea.  
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Answer Key 
 
Fill In the Blank: 

1. Soviet Union 
2. United States 
3. Harry S. Truman 
4. Dean Acheson 
5. National Security Council 
6. Kim Il-Sung 
7. Japan 

 
True or False: 

1. True 
2. False 
3. True 
4. True 
5. True 
6. True 
7. False 



46 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background to the War in Vietnam 
Vietnam, a French colony, had been invaded and occupied by the Japanese during the 
Second World War Ho Chi Minh was the leader of a group of Vietnamese, called the 
Vietminh, who opposed the Japanese. Ho Chi Minh supported Communism and by 
the end of the war the Vietminh had gained control of North Vietnam. 
 
After the defeat of the Japanese in 1945, the French returned to re-take control of 
Vietnam. Communist China sent aid to the Vietnamese. The US, fearing that the 
Communists could take control of south-east Asia, sent aid to the French. 
 
In 1954, the French were defeated. Elections were held in the North and it became 
Communist led by Ho Chi Minh. The US stopped elections being held in the South 
because they were afraid that the Communists would win. 

Ho Chi Minh was upset that elections had not been held in the South and 
launched a guerrilla war  against the government in the South. The 
Americans sent money, arms and advisors to help the south but the Viet 
Cong (Vietnamese Communists) could not be defeated. 
  
In 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated and Vice President Johnson 
became President of the USA. Johnson believed that if the Communists took 
South Vietnam they would then go on to take control of South-East Asia. 
This would mean the loss of important military, political and commercial 
interests. 
 
By 1965 the government in the South was on the verge of collapse and 
Johnson made the decision to sent American troops into Vietnam. 

 
John F Kennedy 

 
Ho Chi Minh 

Activities 
1. Copy the words in the glossary to the back of your exercise 
books. 
2. Which two countries controlled Vietnam? 
3. In which year were the French defeated? 
4. Why did the Americans stop elections in South Vietnam? 
5. What did the North Vietnamese call themselves? 
6. Why was South-East Asia important to the Americans? 
7. In which year did President Johnson make the decision to 

send troops to Vietnam?  
 

Glossary 
Communism – A classless 
society where everything 
is equally owned and 
controlled. 
 
Guerrilla War – Small 
bands of soldiers harass 
and make sudden strikes 
on an army. 
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Guerrilla War 
The Viet Cong used the following tactics: 
·  If the enemy attack – retreat 
·  Raid all enemy camps 
·  Attack when the enemy is tired 
·  If the enemy retreats – follow 
 
The only way to win against guerrilla 
warfare is to gain the support of the local 
people. The Vietnamese supported the 
Viet Cong. 

American Bombing 
As casualties among soldiers rose, the Americans 
launched huge bombing raids that devastated North 
Vietnam. Chemicals were used to destroy the South 
Vietnamese jungle where the guerrillas were hiding. Tens 
of thousands of civilians were also killed. Although the 
Viet Cong suffered losses in equipment and materials, 
they were given aid by China and Russia to counter their 
losses. 
The North Vietnamese also hid key industries in remote 
places and women and children worked to keep supply 
routes open. 
 

 
Loss of American Public Support 

 
The Vietnam War was heavily televised and the images 
of the death of civilians and destruction of Vietnam did 
not gain the support of the American public. Anti-war 
protests broke out all over the country. 
By 1969 the question facing American politicians was 
how to get out of Vietnam without accepting defeat. The 
solution was to provide training and equipment for 
South Vietnamese so that they could replace the 
American soldiers. 
In 1973 a peace treaty was signed which allowed the last 
American soldiers to leave. However, the Viet Cong did 
not honour the peace treaty and without American help 
the South Vietnamese could not stop them. By 1975 
South Vietnam had fallen to the Communists. 
 
 

Activities 
1. Why was guerrilla warfare so successful 
against the Americans? 
2. How did the Viet Cong deal with 
American bombing raids? 
3. Why was public opinion against the 
Vietnam War? 
 
 


